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Regulation of Tattoo Parlors with Land Use Controls in San Mateo County
There are various ways that tattoo (body art) parlors are regulated through the use of the zoning and municipal code throughout San Mateo County.  In the entire County there are nine tattoo parlors that I have been able to find.  The list is: 3 in San Bruno, 2 in Redwood City, 1 in Belmont, 1 in San Carlos, 1 in Colma and 1 in North Fair Oaks (Unincorporated San Mateo County).
Redwood City: Has a list of permissible uses that do not need a conditional use permit (CUP) for each commercial zone.  However, if the use is not explicitly stated as permissible, but is similar nature to those that are allowed, then the use is acceptable after review.  The municipal code states that “Any other use not otherwise listed in the code which is determined by the Zoning Administrator, after a public hearing, to be of the same general character as the uses permitted in the code” is acceptable.  This is a catch all category for uses that do not need a CUP  
There is also a list of uses that always need a CUP.  If a use that is similar in nature to a use that it is in this group but does not fall into a precise category then a CUP will also be needed.  This serves as a catch all for uses that do not fall into the very specific list of uses.   After talking with a planner from the City, it was learned that tattoo parlors are in the catch all category and need a CUP.   
The cities of San Mateo, San Carlos and Belmont all have language very close to this in their municipal codes.  The City of Daly City also uses a list of permissible uses and has a catch all phase.  However, unlike the other cities, Daly City specifically states that a tattoo parlor must have a CUP.       
City of Brisbane: Does not have a very extensive list of what is permitted and what is not in commercial zones.  It also does not have a catch all phrase for uses that do not fall within specific categories.  Tattoo parlors would probably fall into the category of “personal services.”  

The Brisbane municipal code defines personal services as it relates to tattoo parlors as “services of a personal convenience nature involving the care of an individual or his or her personal goods or apparel, including, but not limited to, barber and beauty shops, shoe, luggage and small appliance repair, photographers, laundry and drop-off cleaning services, copying, repair and alteration of clothes and similar services.”  This use does not require a CUP.   

The cities of South San Francisco, San Bruno, Pacifica and Menlo Park also use a very similar definition of “personal services” that Brisbane uses.  The Town of Colma uses the term “commercial services” which closely resembles the “personal services” explanation. 

City of South San Francisco: Recently had a request for a tattoo parlor.  The City classified the use as “personal service.”  No CUP was needed for the application.  The only thing that was needed by the applicant was to meet the parking requirements because the location was in the downtown district.  South San Francisco is currently in the process of updating their zoning code.  Once that new code is adopted tattoo parlors will be required to obtain a CUP before opening.   


 City of San Bruno:  I am currently in contact with the City.  The City allows “personal services” in certain commercial districts.  The definition of personal services that they use refers to the Occupational Safety and Health Administration explanation of the term.  OSHA specifically states that tattoo parlors fall under “personal services.”  Thus while specifics have not been determined, it is possible to infer that San Bruno is in a comparable situation to the one South San Francisco is in.    
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